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On Wednesday, August 14th, the ELCA elected a
new bishop, Elizabeth Eaton who is currently the
bishop of Northeast Ohio Synod. She was
running against the incumbent, Bishop Mark
Hanson who has served 2 terms. Eaton becomes
the first female bishop of the ELCA. Our Bishop
Peter Rogness from Saint Paul Area Synod
attended the National Churchwide Assembly and
provided fantastic commentary immediately
following the historic and unexpected election. A
few of his thoughts are shared in this space and
Pastor John made reference to some of these
comments during his sermon on the Holy Spirit on August 18th.
The Election for Presiding Bishop
Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson, who served our synod as synod bishop from
1995 until his election as presiding bishop 12 years ago, indicated last year
that he would be available to serve a third term. Such a re-election was highly
anticipated. But at the end of the balloting, Bishop Elizabeth Eaton,
Northeastern Ohio Synod, had been elected. What happened? What I offer
here are my own observations, some history, and the comments of others.
The assembly theme, perhaps not coincidentally, is "Always Being Made
New." I think there is a palpable restlessness, even eagerness, among the
voting members for the life of the church to become renewed. At this year's
assembly, no galvanizing or dividing issues claimed the attention of voting
members, and no sentiment to oust the incumbent prevailed. Bishop Hanson
enjoys enormous respect for his gifts and his work. But I believe his long
tenure came up against a restlessness for things in this church to become new
and re-invigorated, for the future to be different from the past, for a new
chapter to unfold in our life together.
Which brings me to Bishop Elizabeth Eaton. When I asked our voting
delegation for their comments, one observed that "of those before us, she most
came across as something new!" That may sound superficial, but it reflected
the substance of Bishop Eaton's comments and the candor and liveliness of her
presentation.
What continues to puzzle me a bit is the combination of a strong movement for
change, resulting in the election of new leadership, (Continued on Page 3)

An Invitation to all
Prince of Peace Women
LADIES

LADIES

LADIES

September 21st is coming up fast. We hope to see
all of the ladies of Prince of Peace (and friends
too!) at the September 21st Salad Luncheon that
will take place in the Fellowship Hall Starting at 12
o’clock noon.

Contact Us
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, ELCA
2561 Victoria Street N, Roseville, MN 55113
651-484-4144 (voice)
651-484-7028 (fax)
office@princeofpeace.tc (email)
www@princeofpeace.tc
Office Hours
8:30am to 5:00 PM, Monday-Friday

We will enjoy special music, a great salad luncheon
(many of the Circle members will be preparing their
favorite recipes for your enjoyment); then Pastor
Anita will guide our understanding of the life of
Hannah, known as the Promise Keeper. Come find
out how similar your life is to many women of the
Bible!

Staff
Anita Beste

Stop by our information table in the Narthex after
church services on September 8th or 15th, then sign
up so we know how many ladies we can expect to
join us. You won’t want to miss any of the fun!

Martha McCartney

For more information, call Diane at 612-356-9568.

Kenny Vigne

Senior Pastor
anita.beste@princeofpeace.tc

John Klawiter

Associate Pastor
john.klawiter@princeofpeace.tc

Mark Hanson

Office Manager
office@princeofpeace.tc

Tammy Wilkinson
Children’s Ministry Coord.
tammy.wilkinson@princeofpeace.tc
Organist

Kathy Tunseth

Got Electronics?
Save those old or
unwanted electronics
until September! Two
senior high Girl Scout
troops will host a
“Tech Dump” at PoP
on Saturday,
September 7 from
9AM-1PM. All you have to do is bring any unwanted
electronic items to the church parking lot, and the Scouts
will do the rest. They will take any electrical cords as
well. The only items you will need to pay for if you
bring them are televisions and computer monitors; they
will cost $10. If you have any more questions, please
contact Julie Lentz at 651-487-6680.

Financial Consultant
mrmaccounting@yahoo.com

Choral Director

Kristen Haakenson
Melissa Burke
Milt Warkentien
Steve Andert

Bells of Peace Director
Children’s Choir Director

Music Ministry Coordinator
Lightshine Youth Choir Director
Custodian

The deadline for articles for the October-December
Vine is September 10. The deadline for bulletin
announcements is Wednesday at noon of each week.
Please drop off your submissions to the church
office, or email at office@princeofpeace.tc.

8:30 & 10:45 AM
Starting Sunday, September 8
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General Info
Prayer Chain Requests
If you have a prayer request,
please call the church office or
email office@princeofpeace.tc.
If you would also like to be
someone who prays on our
prayer chain, call the church
office with your email address,
or email us at the address
above. On the weekend, call
Linda Olson with prayer
requests at 651-482-8543 or
email her at:
lmolson66@gmail.com.
Meals on Wheels
Every third Monday. Contact
Marie Hanson at 651-6313565.
Prayer Shawl Knitting
First Monday of the month.
Contact Donna Gramstad at
651-407-2976.
Child Care Available
The Nursery is staffed each
Sunday during the worship
services.
Every month, Prince of Peace
gives benevolence donations
to various organizations. In
the month of September, we
will give financial support to:

New Bishop, Continued
accompanied by a strong and positive sentiment for Bishop Hanson. Bishop
Eaton's first comment upon election was to thank Bishop Hanson "for his
courageous leadership in the most tumultuous 12 years of the ELCA's life."
The assembly rose with prolonged applause, repeated a few minutes later as
Bishop Hanson came forward to make his own gracious comments.
It became clear as the candidates addressed the assembly several times that
Bishop Eaton was connecting with voting members. She spoke directly to the
experience of our church in the years since the 2009 decisions. She observed
the tendency of the church to move into neighborhoods, supposing to have
answers instead of listening to the stories and hearing the needs of the people.
She shared her conviction that the key to our church's renewal begins with
recapturing clarity of identity that is distinct from culture, a servant theology of
the cross in a culture of glory. She addressed the challenge facing our
predominantly European-American church living in an increasingly diverse
world. And finally, she spoke about the need for the various expressions of our
church to regain trust of one another. You need to hear her. She will give you
hope and excitement for the future!
So how am I feeling right now? Here's what I'd say:
Few would have expected a week ago that we would be electing a new
presiding bishop, and even fewer would have expected it to be Elizabeth
Eaton. And yet, I sit here writing this, thrilled! I am renewed in the truth of the
oft-repeated mantra that the Spirit works in these things. She is regarded by her
synod and by her colleagues in the Conference of Bishops with deep respect
and sheer delight in her presence. She is a breath of fresh air, witty and
engaging, theologically take-your-breath-away deep, confident,
straightforward. I am feeling very, very good about this very surprising
outcome.
To the list of things I know I'll miss in a year when I leave office, I have just
added one more--missing out on being closely related to Bishop Eaton's
leadership in the coming years. Bishop Hanson is and has been an
extraordinarily gifted leader, but at the same time, I am excited and confident
about the future that stretches before us. I hope you will become familiar with
our new leader and the strength, humility, faithfulness she brings to the church!

ELCA
The Karen Organization
RV Area Senior Program

Thank you for your support
and partnership in these
ministries!

September 2013
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An Invitation from the Old Guys
On Tuesday, September 10th, the Old Guys would like to extend an invitation to anyone in the congregation
who would like to join them for a tour of the Old Muskego Chapel on the campus of Luther Seminary. We will
meet at J. Arthur’s at 9:30 and grab a cup of coffee to go, in order to carpool to Luther Seminary. At 10:00, we
will have a tour and hear the history behind this church that was built in 1844.

Adult Education
Adult Forums – Sunday Mornings at 9:30 AM
September 8 – Celebrating God’s Work, Our Hands
Between services, a number of mini workshops and
events based on the theme God’s Work, Our Hands
will be offered. It’s sure to be fun and informative for
all ages. A Passport to Service will guide you through
your options that day.
September 15 – Sabbatical Story
Pastor Anita will report on her summer of learning
and growing.
September 22 – End of Life Decisions, Part 1
Greg Peterson, Director of Roseville Emergency
Medical Services, has lots of first-hand experience
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with life-threatening emergencies. His work provides
valuable insights on the need for making end of life
decisions. This forum and the forum on September 29th
have been developed in cooperation with the Seniors
Ministry Committee.
September 29 – End of Life Decisions, Part 2
Annette Langdon, RN, BSN, MA, is the Advanced Care
Planning Liaison at Fairview Medical. She will speak on
Honoring Choices. Annette recently completed her MA
in Pastoral Theology and Ministry at Luther Seminary.
Annette has thirty years of experience in Parish Nursing.
She has been a leader in Parish Nursing development
and continues to teach in the Concordia Parish Nurse
course.
September 2013

Children’s Ministry – Dir. Tammy Wilkinson
Sunday School
starts Sunday,
September 15,
9:30-10:30 AM
COME JOIN US!

Upcoming Fall Events –
Mark your calendars!
Sunday, Sept 8
Rally Sunday
Wednesday, Sept 11
Wednesday Night programming Kick-Off
Friday, Oct 11
Family Fun Night, 6PM-8PM

Children age 3 through grade 6 can join in fun-filled
activities that engage kids’ hearts, minds, and bodies
with gym time, music, and educational projects.
Come for dinner with your family, and then take
part in the many activities offered at Prince of
Peace! Check out our September newsletter for
more details of upcoming opportunities for your
family!

All children are welcome in our worship services at
8:30 or 10:45. Children are also invited to attend
Sunday School each Sunday at 9:30.
Birth-Age 2: New this fall—Little ones will have
opportunity to learn in the Nursery through play,
stories, and music circle. This is a great way to
experience God through movement and play.
3 Yrs-8th Grade: Sundays offer children hands-on
learning through age level activities, story/lesson time,
and building relationships. Each Trimester includes
either an outreach or service project.
We’re looking for help in a few areas: Sunday and
Wednesday children’s education, Sunday AM
classroom helpers, special events, and Children’s
Ministry committee member. Please contact Tammy if
you are able to volunteer, or learn more about
volunteer opportunities – 651-484-4144, or
tammy@princeofpeace.tc.

September 2013
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Youth and Young Adults – Pastor John Klawiter
As you can see below, the summer has been fun… but the fall is here. Time to start making more
memories. If you know someone who is in 7th grade or older and isn’t confirmed, tell them
about the upcoming orientation session—members and non-members are invited to learn about
the Small Catechism during this year and the Augsburg Fortress Here We Stand curriculum.
Sept 11th Opening Night:
6:30 Confirmation and Parents of Confirmation Students Orientation for the year. Meet in the Fellowship
Hall
6:30 High School and Young Adults will be picking up Central Park West for Adopt-a-Park. Meet in the Youth
Room for equipment
7:30: All are invited to come to the Fellowship Hall for Ice Cream!
If you want to be a part of confirmation or the high school youth group and can’t attend the opening night events,
you are welcome to join! The regular schedule will be 6:15-7:15 for confirmation and 6:45-7:45 for the high
school youth group. The high school youth room will be open at 6 for students to listen to music or study. Please
be aware that we will have a lot of speakers throughout the year and being on time will be appreciated to respect
the speaker and the rest of the group. The schedule and speakers will be provided to the students and parents
ahead of time.
Thanks everyone—I’m excited to begin another great year!
Pastor John
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Greetings from the Music Coordinator—Milt Warkentien
September is an exciting month for me, as all the
different choirs and ensembles start back up. I’d like
to thank all the wonderful musicians who provided
music for the anthem slot this summer. You all
enhanced our worship experience at Prince of Peace.
Now it’s time for the different choirs to take over.
Remember, there is always a need for more musicians
in our vocal choirs and instrumental ensembles. You
don’t need to be a professional to participate, you just
need the desire to learn and to have fun in whatever
group you’d like to be in. Being able to read music is
helpful, but we can work with you on that, too. The
more the merrier!
This is the 25th year of the ELCA, and we’ll be using
the 25th anniversary theme of “Always Being Made
New” along with the ELCA theme of “God’s Work,
Our Hands” in many of our services this fall. Pastor
John talked about this in the August Vine cover article
and I’m very excited to explore what these two themes

offer Prince of Peace. What are we
“always being made new” to do and how
can “our hands” carry out “God’s
work?” What does this mean musically?
How can we be “always made new” in
and through music? How can we do “God’s work”
through “our music?” If you have ideas about this,
please share them with me or another staff person. The
third verse of ELW 722 “O Christ, Your Heart,
Compassionate” summarizes these two themes very
well:
“O Christ, create new hearts in us that beat in time
with yours, that, joined by faith with your great heart,
become love’s open doors. We are your body, risen
Christ; our hearts, our hands we yield that through
our life and ministry your love may be revealed.”
May God bless us all, Milty

Chancel Choir

September 1: One service at 10AM outdoors with
communion; Kenny Vigne and in-house worship team
September 8: Traditional; Chancel Choir at both
services
September 15: Traditional with Communion; Bells
of Peace at both services
September 22: Band led; 8:30 Lightshine, 10:45
Chancel Choir
September 29: Traditional with Communion; 8:30
Chancel Choir, 10:45 Joyful Noise; PoP Ensemble at
both services
October 6: Traditional with Communion; Bells of
Peace at both services

September 2013

It’s that time of year again when Chancel Choir extends
an invitation to any and all adult singers (confirmed +)
to join up! Here’s what you can expect as a member of
Chancel Choir:
 Weekly rehearsals on Wednesday nights from 7:309:00 PM in the PoP Choir Room
 Singing anthems at worship three Sundays a month
 Exposure to new and old literature that inspires and
challenges
 Friendship and support from a great group of people
 Participating in outreach activities that vary from
year to year
 The opportunity to serve our congregation and share
your faith through music
We are very flexible in our membership expectations so
committing to an entire year (Sept-May) is not
necessary if your schedule does not permit it. So, come!
Give us a try!
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Council Page
Sonja Weiler, Youth Representative
When I was younger, I knew I had music
inside. I could feel it moving to the rhythm
of my heart; a solo vibrant and flighty and
fast, thrumming with vitality and youth, a
companion to a completely self centered world view. I
wasn't ignorant to think I was the only one with this
music. I figured it must be in every person.
Unfortunately, that insight didn't expand beyond that. I
assumed the notes that so moved all things around me
must simply be an echo of what I heard within myself.
I remember putting my ear to the ground, expecting to
hear the earth beating to my internal metronome, echoing
my music. Instead I heard something greater and much
more terrifying. I heard a melody so slow, the time
between each note was so great that as I listened, after
each beat it felt like hours before the next came. It was
resounding and ancient and void of any tonality I could
recognize. It was primal, but by no means simple, and
eternal. And it scared me.
I tried not to hear the beat of the earth as I moved through
life, to ignore the truth I heard from the source of all
things I knew. And it worked, for a while anyway. If I
kept looking at the ground and didn't listen or witness the
world around me, I wouldn't see any divergence from my
own song. Head down, ears shut, mind closed, and the
world carried on as I thought it should. Eventually the
beat of the earth that had tormented me into believing in
greater things subsided, and moved to a dull buzz in the
back of my mind.
But that's no way to live. When I looked up, I could see
friends living their lives in a way I couldn't identify with.
The world had changed while I had kept my head down,
and I was estranged from it. I felt my beat start to falter,
my footsteps to stumble. I was a page behind everyone
else in a piece of music I thought I was conducting. I got
lost.
So I wandered for a while, not knowing where to turn as
what was inside me started to become more unsure of its
rhythms, the notes discordant and out of tune. I felt I had
been betrayed into thinking I was in control, or that I was
somehow the center of everything. How could the world
turn on me like this? And how did I miss it happening?
And as I stumbled, I fell. As I lay on the ground, I knew
if I got back up I would simply fall again, over and over
until I regained my balance, my song. So I pressed my
ear to the ground, still afraid of what I would hear, but
ready to listen as it gave me an alternative to my aimless
ramblings.
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There it was again, like before, the song eternal. I felt it
rekindle itself within me. Its ancient swaying was
recalled from the back of my mind.
I pushed myself up from the ground and began to walk to
the beat I heard. This time, I didn't look at my feet, I
looked up. I didn't put my fingers in my ears to try and
block out the noise of the world, I listened. And what I
saw and heard amazed me.
For once, the world seemed to be moving in tandem with
me. Everyone around me worked to the same rhythm I
now heard within myself. I realized then that the world
was never following me; I was meant to be following it.
The song I heard within me was ultimately beating to a
different drummer, and the music within everyone else
did as well.
So now I listen to everything I can. The sonatas and airs
and mazurkas of those I know. And I listen for where my
song belongs within the cacophony of the world; who I
can work with to create a duet or an ensemble with
which to glorify the song we all share. I listen, and I am
no longer afraid, but comforted by the fact I was not
made to conduct the world, but to be part of its
symphony.
An Explanation:
For me, growing up is realizing you are not the center of
the universe and everyone has their own motivations and
wants and needs, and they were not put on the earth to
cater to yours alone. This is symbolized by the narrator’s
song, one that they assume everyone works to. The
narrator hearing the song of the earth is meant to
symbolize discovering things greater than oneself, the
vastness of the world and the sheer scope of human
existence, and for me personally, the will and word of
God.
This is a humbling and confusing experience, but once
we are able to ground ourselves in it and listen and look
at the experiences of others within the context of
something greater, we can truly grow and thrive. We can
grow as children of God and brothers and sisters of one
another by always keeping in mind we are each very
individual, and that our purpose is not to serve ourselves,
but God and one another. To keep in mind our
similarities over our differences adheres us as a
community. So as we continue to go forth in this everchanging world together as a church and as a
community, let us never forget why we come together
and what makes us one. Amen.
September 2013

September Birthdays
We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays in September!
If you would prefer not to have your birthday included, please let us know prior to the month of your birthday
(for example if your birthday is in October through December, we need to know by September 10). You can
either call us at (651) 484-4144, or email us at: office@princeofpeace.tc.
Anderson, Sarabeth
Bruess, Dawn
Carda, Stacy
Cederberg, Christer
Ekstrom, Sheldon
Gelle, Cari
Gonzalez, Jazmin
Hanson, Mark
Henningson, Chris
Hernes, Brian
Hoppel, Marlene
Hurlbut, Suzan
Johnson, Jessica
Johnson, Jim
Johnson, Kay
Kurschner, Jacob

Lande, Gilbert
Lentz, Julie
Mangle, Dorothy
Miller, Elliot
Neujahr, Yvonne
Nordman, Alicia
Olson, Linda
Olson, Lucinda
Overskei, Lars
Poppe, Sandi
Proechel, Isabell
Pursley, Richard
Quick, Carol
Smuder, Dorothy
Steen, Phyllis
Stolle, Patricia

Thompson, Carol
Vigne, James
Vossberg, Susan
Wagner, Daniel
Weiler, Joe
Weiler, Leah
Wold, Anthony

Older Kids Senior Group

On Saturday, September 28, 8:30 AM – 2:30
PM, is the introduction to this new year’s Bible study
which is printed in the Churchwide Women of the
ELCA GATHER magazine. This study, “In Good
Company: Stories of Biblical Women” is written by
Rev. Dr. Kay Ward, a leader in the Moravian Church.
It will be held at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 2499
Helen Street, North Saint Paul. Cost is $15.00 and
includes lunch. Registration forms are in publication
rack by the church office.
At Prince of Peace, our women’s circles study
and learn from the monthly Bible studies. Kay Ward
likes company, so she has invited nine women from the
Old Testament, and many from the New Testament to
be our invited guests this year. Participate in a monthly
circle, and be part of her company. Call Deanna Rowe,
651-483-2238, with questions about joining a circle.
September 2013

September Event
Thursday, September 12, 11:30AM – 1:30 PM
Luncheon served by Barb Lyman
Program following luncheon, featuring
Mark Hanson and Friends
The program will
feature hymn singing
and special music of
our Lutheran
heritage. Mark will
be joined by other
musicians, presenting
music we all know
and love.
Cost is $10.00. Make your reservation after
worship on Sunday, September 8, or call
Margaret Sorensen at 651-631-0247, or Vera
Ista at 651-484-4443 by Monday, September 9.
Invite a friend!
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Befriender Ministry
Many persons at
Prince of Peace are just
naturally doing befriending.
However, we do have an
organized Befriender Ministry
Program with fourteen active
trained Befrienders and seven
persons doing informal
Befriending. For more
information about this
program at Prince of Peace,
look for the blue Befriender flyer in the Narthex track
rack.

Family Camp Recap
In August, our Family Camp took place at Camp
Wapogasset in Amery, Wisconsin. Several families
came, and the weekend was filled with many
activities and fun. Here are a couple of photos:

We are seeking persons who wish to be trained
Befrienders to participate in this ministry in our
congregation. Why do we need trained Befrienders?
There is a growing need for pastoral care. Training
session for new Befrienders will be held in November.
If you are interested in being involved in this ministry,
please contact Anne Haugan, who is the Befriender
trainer, at 651-484-3856.

New Venture for PoP

Military Vets
If you come around church on Tuesday and
Wednesday mornings this fall, it’ll be even noisier
than usual. In addition to our great partnership that
continues with Lake Ridge Day Care, Prince of Peace
has agreed to become an ECFE (Early Childhood
Family Education) drop-in site for parents to come
with their kids. Space in the schools has become
increasingly limited, so when Prince of Peace was
asked if we had the space to accommodate, it sounded
like a great match with our mission of being a strong
presence and resource for the community. We’re very
excited to see the new faces walking through the doors
this fall!!!
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Calling all Military Veterans! Chris Gillette is in the
process of compiling a registry of Prince of Peace
military veterans. If you are a veteran, or know
someone who is or was a member of Prince of Peace
and served in the military, contact Chris and let her
know. You may also leave names in the Personnel
Committee mailbox in the church hallway, or with
Mark in the church office. Deadline for submissions is
October 1st. Thanks for your help!
September 2013

Letter from Erika Coe
Prince of Peace member Erika Coe will be leaving on September 3rd to serve with Volunteer Missionary
Movement (VMM) in Managua, Nicaragua. Here is her letter, highlighting what she will be involved with and
doing while she is there.
Dear family and friends,
After wrapping up the last few weeks of my Americorps program at the Waite House, I decided I wanted to
continue that community work through an international lens. I have committed to a two year volunteer program in
Nicaragua, through the Volunteer Missionary Movement (VMM). I will be working at the Cultural Center of
Batahola Norte, a neighborhood in the capitol city of Managua. I had the privilege of staying in this neighborhood
last year on my study abroad trip, and met many of the people I will be working with. I will have the opportunity
to be a part of helping develop the number of initiatives the center is working on, including educational classes,
youth empowerment projects, music and theatre groups, and anti-violence projects, focusing on women and
youth. I am particularly interested in working with the prevention of gender and generational violence initiative.
Some of the center’s current programs are youth theatre and performing arts groups, adult education, and
community development programs. Feel free to look at the blog of the current missioners at http://
bataholavolunteers.wordpress.com/
I have been struggling with the concepts surrounding international aid programs and charity-based organizations,
and wanted to find a place where I would be a member in the community and work within a community-based
learning model. I did not want to serve in a program that ‘gives’ services and things to people, that claims that
they change the world. I want to serve a community initiative by accompaniment, by living in the same
neighborhood and by working with them toward their common goals.
I feel extremely blessed that I have been given this incredible opportunity to learn more about community
movements and empowerment programs, and to be able to give back in whatever capacity I can. I also want to act
as a liaison for Batahola Norte and my network here in Minnesota, so that each community can learn from each
other. This includes pictures and updates, such as a blog I will keep as part of the program. I know that this
experience will shape what I end up doing, probably for the rest of my life. I know too that this will include an
ongoing relationship with Batahola Norte and the family and friends I will make.
In order to afford the amazing programs it is able to offer its residents, the cultural center does not have the
financial capability to support my position there. VMM has agreed to support my stipend of $250 per month, but
it is my responsibility to fundraise $5,000 for VMM to be able to support my living expenses, including housing
and food. I am writing to ask for your support in allowing me to do this work for the next 2 years. This will allow
me to work at the cultural center full time for the next 2 years, teaching English and assisting in other
programming at the center.
I would greatly appreciate this opportunity to grow and change and learn how I can better serve as a community
worker. If you would like to support me in this work, please send your financial contribution to Volunteer
Missionary Movement in my name, to:
Volunteer Missionary Movement (VMM-USA)
Attn: Development Office
(Erika Coe account)
5980 W. Loomis Road
Greendale, WI 53129
You can also contribute online at http://vmmusa.org/donate-and-support-vmm-usa/. If you want to hear more
(Continued on Page 14)
September 2013
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Marriage Survey Results
This summer, a survey was distributed through multiple platforms. It was sent via email to those on the church
distribution list, mailed to those who don’t have an email address, and was available in the narthex to fill out by
hand at church. The survey was meant to get a pulse on where the congregation stands on the new state law that
went into effect on August 1st legalizing same-sex marriage.
First of all, thank you very much for your response. 164 people responded, even though the surveys were
distributed over the summer months and after the annual meeting in June.
There were 2 questions. The first question asked everyone to choose the statement that best represents their
feelings about same-sex marriages being performed at church.

If you’d like to view these pages in
color, open up the VINE on the PoP
website, or ask Mark in the church
office for a color copy of this article.

68% of the respondents support Prince of Peace doing the ceremony at church (either choosing option 1 which
was strongly in favor or option 2, which was supporting, but sensitive to those who disagreed). Many people left
comments that reflected a sense that they had felt welcomed when they joined this church and that Prince of
Peace is inclusive. One comment was “Our sign says ‘All are welcome’ and we can show that we mean that--in
this too.”
24% of the respondents do not support Prince of Peace performing the ceremony, selecting options 5 which was
strongly against or option 4, uncomfortable with a same sex marriage taking place in the sanctuary. A few of the
comments for those opposed referred to Biblical condemnation.
The second question asked “Would you personally join or leave a church based off of the position that the
church took on this issue?”

Page 12

September 2013

Half of the responses were no. What’s most encouraging is that less than 16% of the congregation said they
would join or leave based off of this position. These numbers say to me that members of Prince of Peace care
deeply about each other.
One other piece of information you might be curious about, then, is how people responded to the first question if
they were one of the 26 people who said “Yes” to the second question—that they would join or leave a
congregation. The numbers held pretty true to form—about 70% who answered the first question 1 or 2 (in
favor), said yes. The remaining 30% answered the first question with 4 or 5 (not in support).

So what happens next? First of all, I strongly believe that Prince of Peace is not a one issue church. Whatever
the church council recommends as the next step, I don’t believe, will cause a seismic rift in the congregation. The
reason why I believe this, is that this congregation supports one another and lives in the differences of each other.
No matter your stance on this particular survey question, you worship together, have fellowship with each other,
and support the common mission of Prince of Peace—that we are claimed, gathered, and sent.
You might also be asking, why are we asking this question? We are asking because people are asking. Couples
want to be married here. Prince of Peace has and has had members who were in committed same-sex
relationships but until further guidance is given, the process of performing a marriage ceremony in the church is
not clear.
I thank each of you for your honesty and participation. I also thank you for your open-minded and respectful
dialogue that you have had and will continue to have on this topic going into the future. Please also know that the
offer to talk to a pastor—either Pastor Anita or myself—is always an open invitation. Thank you,
Pastor John

Young Adult Upcoming Event
Our Kick-off event of the Fall is a fellowship opportunity—a Kick-off after the Kick-off (for Vikings fans who
don’t have to choose one over the other!) The only “business” we will attend to is organizing into groups that
will meet for the remainder of the fall.





Join us Sunday afternoon, September 15th from 4-6 pm.
After the Vikings game AND we’ll set up a TV for people to keep track of their fantasy football team
Erika and DJ will play with the kids outside or in the gym so you can spend more time getting to know one
another
We’ll be grilling—bring your own meat or bring a dish to share, but most importantly, bring yourself!
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Erika Coe Letter, Continued
about my plans, feel free to call me on my cell number, (612) 805-6363, it would be great to hear from you!
Thank you so much for supporting me in this next big great adventure in my life! I trust that even though it
sounds daunting, the two years will fly by and give me direction of what will come next!
Much love,
Erika Coe

Prayer Service of Healing Invitation
Sunday, September 29th, 4 pm
Prayer Service of Healing
Prince of Peace Sanctuary
Come for a quiet, meditative service of Word and prayer

Cast your burden on
the LORD, and he
will sustain you –
Psalm 55:22
Page 14

September 2013

Sunday
1
10:00 AM Outdoor Worship with
Communion

8
RALLY SUNDAY
8:30 AM Worship
9:30 AM God's Work Our Hands
Workshops
10:45 AM Worship

15
8:30 AM Worship with
Communion
9:30 AM Adult Forum
9:30 AM Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship with
Communion
4:00 PM Young Adult Event

22
8:30 AM Worship
9:30 AM Adult Forum
9:30 AM Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship

29
8:30 AM Worship
9:30 AM Adult Forum
9:30 AM Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship
4:00 PM Prayer Service of
Healing
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Thursday

Friday

Saturday

7
9:00 AM Tech Dump - PoP
Parking Lot

Wednesday

6
1:00 PM Music Rehearsal Daniel Ericksen

14
4:00 PM MN Rose Society Dinner

Tuesday
4
12:30 PM Staff Meeting
6:15 PM Bells of Peace
7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal

13
1:00 PM Music Rehearsal Daniel Ericksen

Monday
2
LABOR DAY

3
2:30 PM Cookie Baking
6:00 PM Executive Committee
6:30 PM Cub Scouts Leaders'
Meeting
7:00 PM Personnel Committee

11
12
12:30 PM Staff Meeting
11:30 AM OKs' Luncheon
5:30 PM All Church Supper
6:00 PM WAND Dinner
6:15 PM Bells of Peace
6:15 PM Joyful Noise
6:15 PM Little Explorers
6:30 PM Confirmation Orientation
6:30 PM H.S. & Young Adults Adopt-A-Park
7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:30 PM Conf, High School & Young Adult
Ice Cream Social
7:45 PM Lightshine Rehearsal

21
12:00 PM Women's Ministry Kick
Off Luncheon

5
7:30 PM Theology on Tap Ol' Mexico

9
7:00 PM Boy Scout Troop
150 Meeting

10
VINE articles due
9:30 AM Old Guys - Old Muskego
Church Tour
2:30 PM Cookie Baking
7:00 PM Council

19

20
1:00 PM Music Rehearsal Daniel Ericksen

16
7:00 PM Boy Scout Troop
150 Meeting

17
9:15 AM ECFE Drop In & Play
9:30 AM Old Guys - J. Arthur's
2:30 PM Cookie Baking
5:00 PM Adult Education
Committee
5:45 PM Cub Scout Pack Meeting

28

18
9:15 AM ECFE Drop In & Play
12:30 PM Staff Meeting
5:30 PM All Church Supper
6:15 PM Bells of Peace
6:15 PM Confirmation Class
6:15 PM Joyful Noise
6:15 PM Little Explorers
6:45 PM Youth Group
7:00 PM Social Concerns Committee
7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:45 PM Lightshine Rehearsal

27
1:00 PM Music Rehearsal Daniel Ericksen

24
9:15 AM ECFE Drop In & Play
9:30 AM Old Guys - J. Arthur's
2:30 PM Cookie Baking
6:30 PM Befrienders Meeting &
Kick Off Dinner

25
9:15 AM ECFE Drop In & Play
12:30 PM Staff Meeting
5:30 PM All Church Supper
6:15 PM Bells of Peace
6:15 PM Confirmation Class
6:15 PM Joyful Noise
6:15 PM Little Explorers
6:45 PM Youth Group
7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:30 PM PoP Ensemble Rehearsal
7:45 PM Lightshine Rehearsal

26
6:00 PM WAND Dinner

23
6:00 PM Girl Scout Troop
Meeting
7:00 PM Boy Scout Troop
150 Meeting

30
7:00 PM Boy Scout Troop
150 Meeting
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Mission Tithe Update

Make your donations simple!

When we began our capital campaign to make much needed
improvements to our building, we knew that we wanted to follow
the pattern of past campaigns, and give away 10% of the dollars
received. In the past, we simply chose 1 or 2 outside organizations
and gave them a straight donation. However, as we talked to
congregation members, we began to realize that God was calling us
to use a different approach. People wanted a deeper engagement
The Simply Giving program is an automated
with our outreach – they wanted more transparency and input into stewardship program that helps members
where the mission tithe money was spent. They challenged us to
live generously.
look for unmet needs in the community and to involve ideas from
 It’s a convenient, safe and simple way
congregation members of all ages. From these conversations, the
for individuals to make automatic
idea of the Mission Tithe grant was born!
payments to nonprofit organizations
The idea was that anyone in the congregation could submit a
through electronic funds transfer (EFT)
proposal for a grant that would be awarded from the collected
directly from checking or savings
mission tithe dollars. Everyone who submitted a proposal became
accounts.
part of the Mission Tithe committee, which will make the decisions
about the recipient(s), amount and timing of the grants. In addition,  Thrivent Federal Credit Union has
contracted with industry leader Vanco
if their idea is awarded a grant, the submitter is responsible for
Services, LLC to provide electronic
making sure the grant is implemented.
payment processing services at reduced
Where we are at:
rates, so your generosity goes further.
We have 13 great grant proposals submitted! The proposals
 If you’re interested in participating in
come from all ages of the congregation, and represent amounts as
Simply Giving to Prince of Peace, please
small as $200 and as large as $50,000 or more! God is truly at
contact the church office to get signed
work here! Many of the proposals have an opportunity for interup for this service. Pick up an orchid
generational volunteer involvement. Some of the proposals involve
colored application form in the Narthex.
a straight donation to ministries we are already involved in. Some
proposals are requesting an investment to help grow a ministry.
Some of the proposals are requesting ‘seed money’ to explore ways to start a new mission for an unmet need.
The proposals support needs of Prince of Peace members, the local community and our global mission partners.
Mission areas include health care, hunger, education, the environment, spirituality and being good stewards by
recycling and sharing. All of the proposals represent the ELCA’s 25th Anniversary theme of ‘God’s Work, Our
Hands’ and provide concrete ways that we can all help make a difference in God’s world.
The Committee Members include: George Burkhardt, Laurel Cederberg, Diane Dodge, Caryn Josephson,
Gus Haugan, Peter Haugan, Carol Swanson, Esther Tatley, Paul Thompson, Scott Tunseth and Joe Weiler. Deb
Cordes is the facilitator (non-voting member of the committee).
The committee has met several times to discuss and refine the proposals, to help us discern and prioritize
how we want to make the grants. We expect the first set of grants to be issued in September.
Please come to the education hour on Sunday September 8th, 2013 at 9:30am where we will share more
information about the specific grant proposals!

Financial Information Fiscal Year 2013-2014
YTD Income through July = $31,463
YTD Expenses through July = $37,706
YTD Gain/Loss = -$6,244
YTD Budgeted Benevolences paid = $2,316
YTD Dedicated Benevolences paid = $0.00
Thrivent Loan Balance = $62,276

Ephesians 3:16-17
“I pray that, according to the riches of
his glory, he may grant that you may
be strengthened in your inner being
with power through his spirit, and that
Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith, as you are being rooted
and grounded in love.”

